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AIR DISTRICT AWARDSAVSTA $1.7MILLION
IN CLEAN AIR GRANTS

Lancaster -- Antelope Valley students and residetiisoon be breathing easier, thanks to
$1,778,165.55 in grants awarded to the Antelopéeya@chools Transportation Agency through
the Antelope Valley Air Quality Management DistiscMobile Source Emission Reduction

Program.

During their regular meeting of August 18, the lcmaagency’s Governing Board awarded
$1,768,686 in funding to AVSTA for the replacemehiL3 existing diesel-fueled school buses
with 13 new, cleaner burning compressed naturafggled buses. The diesel buses — which
will be permanently removed from service and sceappfailed to meet smoke opacity tests
required for operation in the State of Californighe proposed CNG-fueled school busses meet
2010 emissions standards and are anticipated tmesegmissions of nitrogen oxides — a primary
component of smog - by 83 tons and particulateenathissions from diesel exhaust by 4 tons,

based on a twenty-year project lifetime.
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AVAQMD funding towards each new bus totals $137,38Bile AVSTA will provide $37,365

in match funds per vehicle.

In addition to the CNG bus grant, the AVAQMD GoviegnBoard also allocated $9,479.55
towards the installation of nine additional fuelinges at the AVSTA public-access CNG station
located in Lancaster. The added lines will be useslipport the AVSTA’s growing CNG fleet,
which includes 25 school buses, one shop trucktl@mdoon-to-be acquired replacement buses.
According to AVAQMD Operations Manager Bret Banitss critical that AVSTA have access
to adequate CNG fueling infrastructure, due tolithéed availability of such facilities in the
region. “These grant funds will not only insuratthAVSTA has reliable refueling for its

growing school bus fleet, but also that adequdtastructure exists to support the future

expansion of alternative fuel use throughout théchape Valley,” stated Banks.

Funds for the AVSTA grants were allocated from AAVAQMD’s AB2766 and AB923 grant
programs. The AB2766 program utilizes a portiofuoids allocated to the air district from
motor vehicle registration fees to fund local potgethat reduce mobile source emissions. The
AB 923 program allocates an additional $2 motoriclelregistration fee assessed per licensed
vehicle in California to fund incentive-based enaasreduction funding programs, such as the

Lower Emission School Bus Replacement Program.
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